“How do we
know how long
Mgharet Afqa

is if there is no
complete survey
of the cave?”

A 1850's engraving showing Mgharet Afga

It all started with this simple question.

# Rena Karanouh renakaranouh@hotmail.com Fgﬁﬁrs\f
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.4
The waterflow feom the water unne! in sarly speing
o by Hema Karanowh

Fig. &

The sseme location os in Fig.4 but from the 1950s (before
the dhyramitireg of the rock} so a ladder was nosded 1o
reach ik haddirg layar.

Phain by Saved Kackabi)

In 1993 some members from the SCL arrempred again to
survey the cave. Dany Malouf, Marwan Zgheib and Nabil
Badari worked chroughout the summer bur again the survey
was not completed and the survey map they worked on was
last, Iris believed thar they added 2km of newly discovered
1]|:H:|.|Jp|l1=‘l1:.

During the late nineties a group from the Hrclgium caving

club Spekul, headed by Steve Smeyers, worked inside the cave
(but we do not have any information on whart they did inside
and whar their work entailed, as with all work done by these
Belgiums in Lebanon, maybe becawse they [II.lJuEl'Il it was
alright to work in someone’s country without the knowledge of
the local cavers? T would like to take this opporiunity o thank
them for this respectful ardmde rowands my country).

The first day of surveying in 2004 we invired the entire dub
o help. The day lit area was surveyed first and each twnnel
connected to it was given a lerrer. Each team was then assigned
a tunnel and consequently the area allosted was surveyed. It
was found thar most arcas overlapped giving us an acourare
way of conneciing the different surveys. The old 1970%
numbers permanently painted on the walls were used as poins
|1Fr:'rcrf|'|ﬂ.

As the survey progressed through out the months we discovered
thar it was better to have the same eam surveying and the same
person druwinB. This enabled us 1o lear’ the cave and thus
reduce the mistakes, Maost orher cavers who came with us were
put to the sk of exploring the connections of the many mnnels,
It was found that sometimes up o four explorers were needed at
the same time to understand how the maze connects ogether. 5o
with ‘namral sebecrion, 'T am bored of this cave’, and ‘knee’ izsues,
cavers dropped our 1o leave the core four surveyors who were:
Rena, drawing (Hadi always knew the glazed look 1 get when 1
had ever-surveyed and he would declare the end of the sortie, or
mayhe it was miy asking the same question over and over again
“Whete does this wunnel bead? ‘where?... "WHERE?); Hadi,
compass measurements (cracker of wise-ass statements bur ax
least he has a grear sense of direction and with him we never got
lose}; Fadi, meter placement (goars will never be the same again
w mie {sorry private joke, but you can ask me in person); Wassim,
exploration [T will change my clothes a kilometer away from

all of you because 1 am like thar!' and ‘I do net mind wearing a

helmet that has fullgi growing inside i ")

An excerpt from a report written by Karen Mouarkesh reads:

Rema was the leader, and Alain and I were new to Afga, we had ne
ather chaice but to follow Rena's worscus. “Thw Rema, it s veally fast
and eagy ro make 12 new brwiser on my body”. So we were all following
Revia, rrwu?:gfrvrn runiiel oo imrw.l'_,l}w-\' o NAFrow faafe io d
narrawer ene, from @ squeeze i @ squeezed squeeze! Till we reached the
SPERENE [ WETE FOINE [0 SIVEE

At the end af the tunnel, one can feel a wind curvent ar @ navvow
apening. It took me sowe time to eross thrangl this opening trping

to go bead firss or begy firss jrst so cheok swhere war ohis wived coming
and expeceing a big room, dow’s know wiy I imagined this. Bus
wfortinately, this narrou opering ended 1o the left in a bit wider room
and to the right in a small passage locked by eboseli rocks.

Ar the end of the long surveying day Alain and f_,'é\llurarwr.ll Haeli 10
o iitride the cave where the ovfers were 10 fallen wr when done.

So woe followen Hiadi and [ was thinking to noself affer each tumnel
enaling * Mo comes the ugly sgueezed squeeze” bus wo... the tumels
awere geeting wider and the ceiling was higher, where is it 27 “lindnil,
Renaaaaaaanal?” She bad raken us ow a deadly ramping advesnture
wwhvenr Hadls and Wisrin b passedd by @ much easier larger tinnels
vousse, We should have guesied there was an inisiation to Afial And
aolnat ix an outing withont a gronp meal at the end @,f'rr fo contpare
Braives and knee conditions?

Over a period of six months the ream worked inside the cave. A
survey af the cave was drawn and For the first time the true ||.‘ll|..'||h
of Mgharer Afqa was measured. The survey of 2004- 2005 was
performed using a Recta ‘geological” compass and a 50m nylon
meter. The warer and mud in different locations put a stmin on
this compass and a week after finish ing the survey the compass
broke intw rwo pieces (Alain and Wassim still have nor rold me
who really broke it). We went through five separate meters after
mud had complerely oblicerated and worn out the numbers
printed on them.

Some section’s names nesd 10 be explained.

Alain’s Room is thus named because according to Alain the
ramping tunnel he was crawling through *Does not cont;
ir stops as the tunnel is woo right to pass through'. Wass
not believe him and went to investigate discovering what is now
know as Alain's Room,

Salle Mowssa has a huge gaping lower channel passing through it
and as Hadi saic when we first saw it "Wow, it looks like Moussa
(Muoses) parting the seas!” Well, what else could we call the roomé?
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